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on this Neglected Qpportunity for
Profit and Pleasure.

Editors Progressive Farmer :

We notice in your issue of August
9th that M. H. S., of Rutherford
" County, asks for some one who has
had experience to write an article on
the above subject to appear in The
Progressive Farmer. The subject is
a very important one and should be
much more agitated than it is. Our
agricultural schools and car agricul-
tural papers are henceforth to be
the channels through which all farm
and dairying, stock raising and all
new and advanced ideas and enter-
prises are to reach and engage the
attention of our people. The fish
pond on the farm is an annex too
valuable to be ignored as it is. We
believe the matter only needs to be
properly agitated by our more pro-
gressive farmers, in order to arouse
an interest in favor of this valuable
acquision which not only adds to the
pleasure of farm life, but affords of-
ten a healthy toothsome diet.

There are very few farms in the
South through or near which there
cannot be found " suitable locations
and water sufficient to afford a half
acre, or even an acre or more, for
a family fish pond. The farmer only
needs to utilize the opportunities
with which nature surrounds him
on all sides to be the happiest and
mosti ndependent of all men. If as
much attention was given to a small
fish pond on the farm as is given to
poultry, even backward and slack-
twisted as that is; it would add un-
told millions to the wealth of the
State.

The construction of suitable dams
is the most important feature con-
nected with the subject, for on this
success or failure depends. The se-
lection of a suitable location is the
first thing of prime importance. It
should be where the water could be
made to spread out over about an
acre of ground, with a dam at the
lowest point, made of good, strong
material, and often side dams are
necessary. A catch dam should be
constructed so as to allow only a cer-
tain amount of water to flow into
the pond. Sharp, narrow ravines are
not suitable for a fish pond; there
may be depth but not width enough:;
they are good, however, to form a
catach dam so as to divert the water
through ditches to more suitable flats
or basins. No flood water should be
allowed to enter the pond, and good
waste-ways should be made to guard
against blowing out the dams. There
are many places where a pond may
be deepened by ecarting the land
from the pond to the dams. Such
ponds should be from a few inches
to four or five feet deep. Shade
trees and water vegetation, such as
grass and shrubs is an advantage,
logs and brush are not objection-
able.

The pond being prepared, the next
important step is to stock it wi'th
fish, of which we have many varie-
ties. Our native fish are to be pre-

-

fered, as most of these are to be had
with little trouble, and the taste is
finer and better than the carp. We
have many varieties of the perch
family which, as a pan fish, has few
superiors, is easily and rapidly in-
creased. Cat-fish is relished by some,
while they and all the varieties of
perch may do well in the same pond.
Fish have many enemies besides
man—the terrapin, turtle, mink and
muskrat are all fond of fish and must
be controlled in order for the pond
owner to reap the best results. These
may all be caught in the ordinary
steel trap, properly bated, and set in

the water for the two former and |

near deep water to catch the mink
and muskrat. Drag a bait around
the pond where their tracks are seen
about night and fasten the bait to
a stob about two or two and a half
feet from the ground near deep wa-
ter; set a trap near the foot of the
stob fastened with chain; they track
the bait to the stake and rare upon
the stake with their fore-feet as if
to elimb up to the bait, and in danec-
ing around the stake step in the trap
with the hind feet, are caught and
instantly leap into the deep water
where they are drowned; the weight
of the trap holding them under the
water, otherwise he will gnaw his
foot off and go on his errand. Wa-
ter may be guided in ditches almost
any reasonable distance to a location
suitable for a pond.

I am Yankee enough to believe
that it is the duty of every farmer
to utilize every advantage with which
Providence has blessed him to derive
benefit for his family. An acre fish
pond, well stocked and cared for, will

furnish a family with all the fish

they are likely to need at far less cost
and trouble than the poultry branch
of farm business. Where it is de-
sirable to do so, the pond may be laid
off so as to have the larce game
fish, such as the jack or pike, and
the chub or trout, in a section to
themselves, and these sections well
supplied with smaller fish, such as
roaches and crawfish for food for
these varieties. Muddy water should
be avoided if possible for any fish
except the carp. To succeed in rais-
ing large carp fish, a hard bottom is
necessary. as they are very shy when
reaching from a half pound to one
and a half pounds in weight, and any
splashing of the water unusually
causes them to rush so deep in the
mud of soft bottom ponds that they
never ge: out and are therefgore lost.

The person who expects to keep a
good fish pond by erecting a dam
across some bold braneh without pre-
paring for unexpected floods may as
well make up his mind in the begin-
ning that his dam will be broken and
his fish ecarried away sooner or later.
Let the dams be so constructed in the
beginning that so much and no more
water c¢an enter the pond except
what falls into it by rains and the

feed spout.
D. P. MEACHAM.
Wake Co., N. C.

P. S—There are in North Carolina
994 637 farms. two-thirds of which
could have each a pond, making 149.-
758 ponds, worth $25 each—$3,743.-
950. Each pond would furnish, with
reasonable care, ten dollars worth of
fish per annum, equal to $1,497,580.
Total annual value to the State, $5.-
941,530. Nice thing all going to
waste which could be so easily util-
ized with a little judicious care.

D. P. M.

OVERHEARD

AT THE

GOUNTY FAIR

“Jim, how are you making out
with the new separator that you told
me was so good and cheap?”

‘“ Ain’t making out at all—I told
the agent to take it away. I'm goin’
to buy a De Laval.”

““Well, I told you long ago, Jim,
that the De Laval is the onl
‘cheap separator ’ man myse

““Why; was it funny?*

of mine and $1oo.- to t.
“I guess he won’t come back.” *
““No, I guess not.”

scparator worth having.
last week—I laugh every time I think of it.””

““Yes, he wanted me to sell my good old De Laval and put his machine in
at 4o per cent. discount on regular price.
machine to be half as good as my De Laval, I'd buy it and make him a present
He skipped without leaving his address.”

I had a call from a

I told him if he could prove his

Profit by the experience of the biggest and best informed users of separators
everywkere, and waste nothing over *‘cheap” separalor irials.
Send for catalogue and name of local agent.

RancowLPH & CamnaL STB.

THE DE LAVAL SEPARATOR 08:‘

CHICAGO General Offices : MONTREAL
1218 FILBERT STREET 75 & 77 YOoRK STREET

PHILADELPHIA 74 Cortlandt Street, TORONTO
© & 1) DrRumm SrT. 248 McDeERMOT AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO NEW YORK° WINNIPEG

121 YouviLLE

The above cut shows our 20 Dixie Planer
and Matcher. It isa splendid little machine

and teed to do good work, and is sold
atsa iow rice, We also manufacture Saw

Mills, Pulieys, Hangers, etc., a8 well as Ex-
perimental Machinery. Write for circulars
and prices. Address Drawer 800, Salem Bta-
tion, Winston-Salem, N. C.

SALEIN IRON WORKS.

BEAR'S
PECAN

NURSERIES

JA.BEAR prop.
PALATH A . FLA.
FSEND FOR PRICE L/ST

TOBACCO GROWER

Should send for a free sample copy of

THE SOUTHERN TOBACCONIST.

It gives the weekly market reports from all over
the country. It helps you to frow better paying
crops by telling what tobacco is in most demand.
It lets you know when prices are up and down and
keeps you well posted. Sent for a year—52 is-
sues—for $1.00,  Address

SOUTHERN TOBACCONIST,
Dept. P. F. Richmond, Va.

u'm' WILL PAY YOU TO SOLICIT
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The Progressive Farmer will pay & liberal
eommission to reiiable men who wish to so-
Helt subseriptions among their neighbors
and friends For particulars, address

THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER,

Raleigh, N. C,

PATENTS,

CAVEATS, TRADE MARKS,

COPYRICHTS AnD DESICNS.
Send your business direct to Washington,
saves time, costs less, better service.

My ofiice close to U. 8. r:m%m e
examinations made. L]
o .ILL!;E'H

ACTU. +
etc., sent free. Patents
recaive special nuﬂ".'f'"‘m in the

INVENTIVE ACE
E. 6. SIBRERS

918 F ST, N. W,,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

0OV 1V OV

€Every Baptist Ought to
ee Recad theee

.. Biblical Recorder..

RALEIGH,N. C.

Organ of the Baptist
Denomination In
North Carollna.

The Recorder is a religious pa-
per. It recognizes its mission to
the home, its mission to the in-
dividual, its mission to the Bap-
tist demonination and its mis-
sion to the Commonwealth, : : :

-
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Good firegide reading; doctrinal
and spiritual instruction; Sunday
School Lesson and helps for teach-
ers; daily reading in the Bible.

Especial Matter for
Young . ple.

What Did Jesus Teach?
A geries of sixteen articles by our
best writers, now about to begin.
Every Christian should read it.

Remarkable Speclal
Offer.

We have made arrangements by
which we are enabled to make the
following club offer:

THE PROGRESSIVE|FARMER......... $1.00
BIBLICAL RECORDER.......ccccconruarnes$1.50

Both One Year for $2.00.

The only condition 1s, that you
must be & mew subscriber to one
or both papers. This 18 impera-
tive. Address all orders to

THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER,

RALEIGH, N. C,
PV IT IV OV IV IV EVLOVE

SEWING MACHINES

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS,
PIANOS, ORGANS, TALK.
ING MACHINES. . . .

For LOWEST PRICES, address

T. B. PARKER, S. B. A.,
RALEIGH, N. C.
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When writing advertisers please
mention this paper.
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